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What is a dictionary?
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Group Discussion

in groups of four
discuss (for 5 minutes)

What should be included in a Cantonese
dictionary

length, what kinds of words, what should
be excluded

Write a sample entry for your dictionary

\%’J Use 1 minute to present your ideas
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Group Presentation
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Let's turn to English ...
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Which of these words...

- do you expect in an English dictionary?

the

man
attention
bling
dim-sum
pragmatics

Justin Bieber
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‘Found one...
the

determiner - UK STRONG /8i:/ WEAK /8a/ US @) STRONG /8i:/ WEAK /8]

the determiner (PARTICULAR)

o (X used before nouns to refer to particular things or people that have
already been talked about or are already known or that are in a
situation where it is clear what is happening:

| just bought a new shirt and some new shoes. The shirt was pretty expensive, but
the shoes weren't.

Please would you pass the sall.

I'll pick you up at the airport.

) @ used before some nouns that refer to place when you want to

mention that type of place, without showing exactly which example of
the place you mean:

We spent all day at the beach.
Let's go to the movies this evening.
| have to go to the bank and get some Euros.
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- We have ...

Jesus Christ

noun - UK &L / d3zi..zes kraist/ US &W / d3zi..zes kraist/ (ALso Christ, )(ALSO

() the man believed by his religious followers to be the son of God.
Christianity is based on his life and teachings.
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~ but not ...

Search suggestions for

Justin Bieber

We have these words with similar spellings or pronunciations:

just in time

just in case

just-in-time

justifiable

justifiably

justified

[AN justifies

words.hk | Cantonese Dictionary | Cantonese Corpus

b}ought to you by Hong Kong-Lexicography Limited

10


http://words.hk

man
noun - UK @ /maen/ US @ /meaen/ PLURAL men UK /men/ US @

man noun (MALE)

O (c] an adult male human being

dim sum

noun [U] « / dim 'sam/ / dim ‘'sam/

{) a Chinese meal or snack of small dishes including different steamed
or fried foods:

‘pragmatics

noun [U] - /preeg'maet.1ks/ /praeqg ' maet.1ks/ SPECIALIZED

€9 the study of how language is affected by the situation in which it is
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* Found

¢ the (grainmétical words)

*»* man (basic words)

*%* attention (harder words)

** bling (slangs)

** dim-sum (recent loénwords)

** pragmatics (specialised words)

*¢* Jesus Christ (important proper hames)

® Not Found
*t* Justin Bieber
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Look at another entry
What language is this? -

bling
noun [U] - UK & /blin/ US &L /blin/ INFORMAL

{) jewellery or decoration that attracts attention because it is very
noticeable and looks expensive: A

She wore a fake-fur coat, big sunglasses\and lots of bling.

\
-7 ~and what language is this?
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Expectation

English dictionaries

Comprehensive

Written in English
Cantonese dictionaries
Same principles?

Question: What should a Cantonese
dictionary look like?
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Existing Cantonese Dictionaries
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Monolingual dictionaries?

® Jssues

** not comprehensive, only contain:

4 words that do not overlap with "mainstream
Chinese", i.e. Mandarin

4 or harder words

objection

4 Sorry we don't have that word,
have you tried a French dictionary

o’ Descriptions written for Chinese / Mandarin
users - '
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Online resources

® There is a nice one, don't waste your time!

® Character-based, not word-based
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words.hk

¢ Build a true Cantonese dictionary

2* C1: Written in Cantonese ;

«%» C2: Comprehensive, i.e. all common
Cantonese words, spoken or written / unique

to Cantonese or shared with Mandarin,
should be included; and

> C3: Words (rather than characters) will be the
default unit
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Compilation

® NOT corpus-based ‘compilation
® Existing bilingual dictionaries
*** HKUDict (Luke et al., unpublished dictionaty data)
** A Dictionary of Cantonese Slang (Hutton & Bolton, 2005)

** Lexical Lists for Chinese Learning in Hong Kong
(Education Bureau, 2007, 2009)

* Existing word-lists
& B CEHE R G Bl B Gl B EDPHE (CUHK, 2001)

“¢* Word lists from various Input Method Engines

words.hk | Cantonese Dictionary | Cantonese Corpus
brought to you by Hong Kong Lexicography Limited

20


http://words.hk

Compilation (con't)

- Imported entries are

used as reference only

rewritten or restructured manually by editors
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The role of social networks

® Facebook

“* Page (words.hk) 4| words.hk |
4 10,000+ likes as of today |

o> Member recruitment

4 Almost all members are recruited on Facebook

** A word a day

® Wordathon meetings

»* Next: 18 Mar 2017 (Sat.) 3pm @Mong Kok
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A word a day - BEH-— ‘

L, S

gam?! jyu* lou? o

@ W TERER) A8 515 - IR M
BA; FBEFEEEARMA (R : @)
men who abduct or harass young girls under the
pretext of inviting them to 'see goldfish';
also refers to pedophilles

M %

‘-J

i B | SRIK(F > APEARIRANAN L1B
KR BTRWER ?

Hey little girl, do u want to come upstairs
with uncle and see some goldfish?

lllustrator:P of Ka.tLau |
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Sample Entries

[@)] 1. ZHABET to eat WARMRGE » M  ['ve never eaten
stinky tofu. I really want to give it a try. {H13 li/,:(',;k'w;k ? Have you had lunch yet? {11
WrgE A ? Have you taken your medicine yet? 2. £ ﬁ—ﬁﬂﬂﬁ B W A Bk
A to inhale, inject, or otherwise absorb into the body i to
snioke (cigarettes) 15 1§} to shoot heroin 3 JRAZ 9 F to suffer; to be on the
receiving end of bad things W {likf %% « 1 ook a lot of punches from
him ¥ CE N » AP ATEREEE )  MEA TR o The landlord is increasing the
rent again. With no bargaining power, the tenants have no choice but to accept it. 4.
{HEE ~ #EJH to consume, to expend W tapplif £l This app consumes a lot
of power 5 IR MIEFRE taking up all my time 5. fiEAR ~ ?_—}m‘ N -f”}i’ﬁj > ‘flllm( to
conquer; to embrace, extend and extinguish; to control; to extract
something from {1/ D) AL Bl O A8 U > W26 c Using his
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Sik® wi
Lt
1. (yue) i —IBHRA DRI + PAHAR S E A\ it Wil

(eng) to eat

&M/ Bk
(yue) BIR (sik6 faané)
(eng) to have a meal

(yue) BE (siké aan3)
(eng) to have lunch
4 :

(yue) BEARIBNTG R » FBET » (hgoS5 meib siké gwo3 cauld daub fub, hou2 soaeng?2 si3 haa5.)
(eng) I've never eaten stinky tofu. | really want to give it a try.

2. (yue) FRFR#R%)
(eng) to take (medicine)
g :

(yue) R RIEMK ? (nel5 sik6 zo2 josks meiB?)
(eng) Have you taken your medicine yet?

3. (yue) EMBLEREAARATIAS N Online Il’lt@l‘ f AdACEC

(eng) to inhale, inject, or otherwise absorb into the body

e * http://beta.words.hk /£

B T e e i
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- Status of the project

- On-going proj ect

Active discussion every day

Bi-weekly wordathon meetings

~500 volunteetrs

42000+ entries

34000+ edited w/ Cantonese definitions
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Methodology

Agile vs. waterfall
Core Principles
Usage-over-etymology

Decision Problem Avoidance
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Methodology

- Not executed by step-by-step plan

Agile vs. waterfall

Concept borrowed from software
engineering and lean start-ups

Ensure maximum flexibility

Adhere to Core Principles
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Core Principles

. Usage-over-etymolbgy s

*%* ignote etymology
** have everything based on usage

“* explaining actual usaige is preferred over existing
dictionaries or etymologies

® DPecision Problem Avoidance

*¢* Decision problems:

4 something that requires a judgement

»
\ %J 4 e.g. classification
% ** Avoid these problems
)& words.hk | Cantonese Dictionary | Cantonese Corpus
brought to you by Hong Kong Lexicography Limited
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Usage-over-etymology

~ e.g. Which is the correct character?

The case of I dil

Possible characters
i ~ D are commonly used

A is the proposed character by amateur
etymologists

1) is used in older texts

I is probably the true etymology, but no longer

used / recognised by native speakers
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Usage-over-etymology (con't)

= are listed,

+ /D4
ordered by frequency
< based on editors'
subjective judgement
% agrees with
Cantonese character
usage survey

conducted by {%

HEERAFHRE

=8y
B Others

D29.1";<

IIH64.1%

= 1 k31!
2029 30~39 4o 49 >50 L) o8

-2.3%|  +1. 6% 13.1% - -0.3%|  +0.6%

+4.5% -1¢ -1.1% +1.7%| .
+5. 4% +8.296
+0.4% -0. 3% +1.7%
P

= 1% +1.3% -2.2%
ENTEH

0.1%|  +0.2%
LD

=36 % <19
2138 64.1% +0.9%
972 29.1% +1.8%
181 5.4% -2.3%
27 0.8% -0.4%

Iilﬁ

28 % REiFR WIPK RR
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Decision Problem Avoidance

- Cantonese vs. Non-Cantonese

Major problem faced by previous Cantonese dictionaries

Three-way distinction (B} FH 2015, Ch. 3)

»

#H 5 shared vocabulary

fLIE ] community vocabulary

/i & il topolectal vocabulary

Issues
implies a decision problem for every entry created

no easy test: prone to dispute

»
%] * solution

% Only label items not used at all in spoken Cantonese
)& words.hk | Cantonese Dictionary | Cantonese Corpus
brought to you by Hong Kong Lexicography Limited
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Decision Problem Avoidance (con't)

¢ Other problems

*2* word-class classification
4 noun or verb? verb or adjective?

** headword problem

4 should variants, e.g. & (caat3 gaaul, eraser), E#E
(gaaul caat3), FEHUE (caat3 zi2 gaaul), listed separately?

4 should K (keil, karaoke) listed separately?

ot just undee KID el tabed: Scrmta),
\%J "E"K (COeng3 keil, to sing~),
%‘ BEK (pek3 keil, to get drunk at ~)?

)& words.hk | Cantonese Dictionary | Cantonese Corpus
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Decision Problem Avoidance (con't)

~** proper nouns
+ M zaul gungl

4+ I cingl saanl

** jargons

¥ e.g. jargons within political circles?

N/

* e.g. IR zo2 gaaul

» .
%J ® (Look it up on words.hk)
\2
)& words.hk | Cantonese Dictionary | Cantonese Corpus
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Conclusion

Issues

Future ot Cantonese Lexicography
On Open Data
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Issues

¢ Lexicography
** Over-emphasis on Etymology / Characters

¢ Prescriptivism

*t* Fail to catch up with latest language
developments

® Lack of Available resources

** Lock-ups
** Paper-based
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Future of Cantonese Lexicography?

Word-based dictionaries

Use both word-list compilation and
corpus-based approach

Crowd-sourcing to generate content

Let the users decide the preferred written
form

)& words.hk | Cantonese Dictionary | Cantonese Corpus 8
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Open Data Policy '

® words.hk License Agreement

¢ http:/ /beta.words.hk/base/hoifong/

*¢* dictionary data are

4 freely accessible to the public

4 can be freely modified, adopted, and published
for non-commercial and certain small-business
purposes -

¢ avoid lock-ups
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Appeal to the community

- Locked-up resources

never been published, protected by copyright

unusable

Say goodbye to the old “proprietary” age!
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Finally

* Get the priorities right
> w.r.t. Cantonese lexicography
*%* it is language description

4 i.e. keep a record of:
% usage
% diversity

*#» NOT decision problems
\g,J 4 folk etymology (like where do the ?

-7 4+ existing N FH?
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