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Academic qualifications

Ph.D. in Chinese Language and Literature
The Chinese University of Hong Kong (November 2019)

M.Phil. in Linguistics
The University of Hong Kong (November 2009)

Bachelor of Cognitive Science
The University of Hong Kong (June 2006)

Present academic position

Assistant Professor, Department of Linguistics and Modern Language Studies
(July 2020 — present)

Director, Centre for Research on Linguistics and Language (May 2024 — present)
The Education University of Hong Kong

Past employment

Lecturer (Cantonese) and Computer Officer (Part-time), Cantonese Division, Chinese
Language Centre, The University of Hong Kong (August 2014 — August 2016)

Support Specialist — Proprietary Trading Application & COM API, TradingScreen, Hong
Kong (June 2011 — August 2014)

Research Interests
Digital Humanities, Computational Linguistics, Sociolinguistics, Syntax of Interaction
External Grants or Fundings

Text-to-Speech Application Development for Hong Kong Indigenous Wai Tau and Hakka
Dialects (Oct 2022 — Dec 2024), a research development project to support the development
of a text-to-speech engine for two minoritised indigenous varieties.

Funded by Intangible Cultural Heritage Office, Hong Kong SAR (HK$980,000)

(Through Association for Conservation of Hong Kong Indigenous Languages)

Cantonese Phonetic Input Method (Jyutping) with Minority Language Support (September
2021 — June 2024), a digital humanities project to enhance Chinese teaching and learning, by
creating a Chinese input method with aids in five minority languages.

Funded by Standing Committee on Language Education and Research (SCOLAR), Hong
Kong SAR (HK$2,299,440)

Digitalisation and Publication of Audio Storybooks for Hong Kong Indigenous Language:
Hakka and Waitau (July 2021 — September 2024), a digital humanities project which utilises
digital tools in language revitalisation, with deliverables including digitalised and illustrated




audio stories and a book on language revitalisation.
Funded by Lord Wilson Heritage Trust Fund (HK$228,470)

Internal funding

e The Construction of a Centralised Repository for Digital Humanities Projects (Faculty
Development Fund)

e Data-Driven Analysis of Orthographic Variations in Hong Kong Written Cantonese
(Start-up Research Grant #R4150).

e Mechanism of Conventionalisation of Hong Kong Written Cantonese Orthography as
Reflected in Familiarity and Acceptability Measures of Orthographic Variants (IRG
#R4223).

e Departmental Teaching Development Grant (#02350).
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Education University of Hong Kong.
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2139 Lau, C. M. (2018, December 15-16). 9354 % /{88 30 ? Paper presented at the
23rd International Conference on Yue Dialects (YUE-23), Jinan University,
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M. (2017, December 8-9). Gamify Cantonese teaching: Software and tools. Paper
presented at the 22nd International Conference on the Yue Dialects (YUE-22), The
Education University of Hong Kong.

Lau, C. M. (2017, December 8-9). 5% % [aa3 | /T ? Paper presented at the 22nd
International Conference on the Yue Dialects (YUE-22), The Education University
of Hong Kong.

Lau, C. M., & #f %8 Tang, S. W. (2017, December 8-9). & & & o [ 4 | 694
7k 3% %. Paper presented at the 22nd International Conference on the Yue Dialects
(YUE-22), The Education University of Hong Kong.

M. (2017, April 22). Teaching Jyutping to non-Chinese speaking secondary school
students in Hong Kong. Paper presented at the 17th Workshop on Cantonese (WOC-
17), Hong Kong Baptist University.

Lau, C. M., & ¥ 2 3L Mok, P. (2017, April 7-8). JF #3235 % 4 L Bt 47 F 4532 947
Paper presented at the International Symposium on Chinese in the Maritime Silk
Road, The Chinese University of Hong Kong.

M., Chow, B.-C., & Sung, R. (2017, March 8). Modernizing teaching and learning of
Cantonese pronunciation through gamification — CantoSounds. Paper presented at
the Influencing Teaching and Learning Practice Achieving the Ripple Effect, The
University of Hong Kong.

Lau, C. M. (2016, December 12-13). 4-3& &) X 8h3335 % /-k/ F1X. Paper presented
at the 21st International Conference on the Yue Dialects (YUE-21), Macao
Polytechnic Institute, Macau.

M. (2016, December 3). Teaching Jyutping to non-Chinese speaking secondary
school students: Issues and workarounds. Paper presented at the 2016 Annual
Research Forum (ARF-2016), Linguistic Society of Hong Kong, The Education
University of Hong Kong.

M. (2016, December 3). Latest development of written Cantonese (Special panel:
Development of Cantonese writing tradition in the past two centuries). Paper
presented at the 2016 Annual Research Forum (ARF-2016), Linguistic Society of
Hong Kong, The Education University of Hong Kong.

M. (2016, June 3-4). Teaching Cantonese using gamification strategies: Progress and
challenges. Paper presented at the 2016 CITE Research Symposium (CITERS 2016),
The University of Hong Kong.

M. (2015, December 17-18). Building Cantonese dictionaries using crowd-sourcing
strategies — The words.hk project. Paper presented at the Conference on Digital
Humanities 2015 (RIDCH-2015), The Open University of Hong Kong.
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7t ] A #+%. Paper presented at the 20th International Conference on Yue Dialects
(YUE-20), The Chinese University of Hong Kong.

Lau, C. M. (2009, March 14-15). Information-stress principle in Cantonese. Paper presented
at the 6th LSHK Postgraduate Research Forum on Linguistics (PRFL-6), The Hong
Kong Polytechnic University.

Luke, K. K., & Lau, C. M. (2006, November 10-12). Loanword compression in Cantonese.
Paper presented at the International Conference on East Asian Linguistics (ICEAL),
University of Toronto, Canada.

Other Output

Lau, C. M. (2024). TypeDuck (Cantonese Keyboard) [Computer software]. Hong Kong
https://typeduck.hk

Knowledge Transfer

Digital Humanities Projects

HKILang TTS (https://hkilang.github.io/tts/) (2024-)

A public service built on a transformer-based text-to-speech engine for two endangered
languages in Hong Kong: Waitau and Hakka, with g2p conversion and word segmentation
support. The TTS service provides two voices (male and female) and supports the generation
of conversational and written materials for both languages.

TypeDuck (https://typeduck.hk) (2024-)

TypeDuck is a Cantonese phonemic keyboard designed as both a computer-assisted language
learning tool and a daily application for Chinese input. It supports Cantonese/Chinese-as-a-
second-language learners in Hong Kong and overseas heritage speakers. The keyboard takes
Jyutping (with certain levels of error tolerance) and displays words and phrases with
pronunciation, part-of-speech information, collocations, as well as multilingual cues in
English, Urdu, Indonesian, Hindi, and Nepali, so that homophones can be distinguished with
the help of translation. The software is currently available on Windows, MacOS, Android,
108, and as a web application.

TypeDuck is open-source and has been introduced to 40 schools in Hong Kong. It is used by
over 20,000 users worldwide. Additionally, the constituent datasets are provided as open
data, supporting future computational linguistic research.

Respotitory of Waitau and Hakka Stories (https://chaaklau.github.io/hki-stories)

A companion website to Waitau and Hakka: Hong Kong Indigenous Language Story
Collection (Lau and Tang, 2024) showcasing stories in Waitau and Hakka collected from
communities in the Hong Kong countryside. These tales encompass vast categories including
children’s stories, folklore, local history and custom as well as village life, and are accompanied



by multimedia representations such as recordings, animations and illustrations or photographs.
Our project aims to allow the general public to learn and transmit indigenous languages and
culture, with a view to encountering Hong Kong from a lesser-known perspective.

Hambaanglaang (2020 — 2023)
Co-founder

A community project founded with the goal to support Cantonese learning of ethnic minorities
in Hong Kong and overseas heritage speakers by providing free materials under creative
commons license. The project has created over 250 original and adapted stories which were
made into online learning materials and videos, and published 40 storybook titles in July 2021.
Recordings from a wide range of Yue dialects have been planned and will be made into a digital
archive for language preservation and promotion. Major ethnic minority NGOs in Hong Kong
and overseas Chinese communities have been in touch.

Cantonese dictionary database words.hk (https://words.hk) (2014 —)
Founder

A large-scale open-licensed Cantonese (monolingual and Cantonese-English) online dictionary
database, with over 400 volunteer editors. Creation of word lists, translation data, and other
language resources to facilitate natural language processing and language standardisation.

CantoSounds (http://cantonese.hku.hk/cantosounds/) (2015)
Project Manager & Software Developer (P.1.: Ms. Chow Bun Ching)

A gamification platform for the teaching of Cantonese romanisation.

CantoKey (2017-2024)

Creator

The first Cantonese word-based native keyboard app for iPhone, developed for Non-Chinese
Students in Hong Kong.

Educational Romanization Font (2020)
Co-creator

Invented a new technique of educational font creation that allows automatic visualised clues
for romanization or spelling features. The font has been used in NCS-oriented Chinese and
mathematics learning materials (see Knowledge Transfer).

Small world of words (2020 — present) Co-Investigator
(P.1. Simon De Deyne, University of Melbourne)

A large-scale word association project with a Cantonese section. The Cantonese section is a
continuation of a past GRF project, which was taken over from HKU by EAUHK in Oct 2020.
The project will result in a dataset that is useable for psycholinguistic experiments and natural
language processing.
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RTHK {Z £3# %) (25 Jun2021)

RTHK TV (£ A i41) (BHREZEFT) (27 Aug 2020)
Invited Talks
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R EFHME (31 Aug 2024)

New Cantonese Input Tools &35 3F47/F
University of British Columbia (12 Jul 2024)

FEBETLHBEROERETARARE: UGB AP
2B 2 KF (4 Dec 2023).

Keeping up with the Latest Development of English through Digital Technology
Learning & Teaching Expo 2022 (8 Dec 2022)

o3k ZRATEHE (10):

SAIMYAET LRI [ FF_— BEFTFT XFFOEMAKE |
Centre for Advancement of Chinese Language Education and Research (CACLER)
The University of Hong Kong [online] (29 Sep 2021)

BRAATIUKFIERE R - (RATIHREEHE)
Cantonese Language Program
The University of British Columbia [online] (2 Apr 2021)

HAFEZFANEREEZREHHS
CLLSC Teacher Workshop

Faculty of Education, The University of Hong Kong (12 May 2018)

B EFELEFEHTHERPAHEEL
The Education University of Hong Kong (10 May 2017)

Professional Affiliations

The Linguistic Society of Hong Kong (Executive Committee 2018-2025; Vice President
2024-2025; President 2026—2027)

Association for Conservation of Hong Kong Indigenous Languages (Executive Committee
2021- present; Vice President 2023—present)

Governmental Service
Chinese Language Interface Advisory Committee (CLIAC) (Committee Member 2025-2027)
Honours / Awards

Certificate of Merit, Faculty Teaching Award 2023-24, Faculty of Humanities, The Education
University of Hong Kong (September 2024)



The 2020 Outstanding Thesis Award, The Linguistic Society of Hong Kong
(December 2020)

MEXT Scholarship, Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, Japan
(2018 —2010)

Dean's Honours List, The University of Hong Kong (2003 — 2006)
Courses Taught

e (CUS4020 Digital Humanities

e (CUS6031 Digital Humanities Methods

e ENG2336 Intercultural Communication

e ENG3329 English Grammar II

e ENG3346 English as a Global Language

e ENG4292 Comparative Language Studies

e ENG6211 Sociolinguistics

e ENG6213 Written and Spoken Discourse

e ENG6421Digital Technology for English Studies
e LIN3046 Language Information Management

e LIN4001 Language and the Human Footprint

o LIN4049/LIN4050 Capstone Project I/I1

e LIN6052 Digital Technology for Language Studies

Languages

Cantonese (native), English, Mandarin, Japanese, Hokkien, Hakka



